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were only able to raoover It by
yOQC ud elaborate search. Then,
after we eacaped from the reeda
and swempa, *. tound oiir»«l*e»
upon atony uplands where the spoor
was almost impossible to follow.

Striking their »P<x>r ...In o°

.otter ground we followed them
down acroaa great valleya wherein
tree* grew sparsely, which valleys
were separated from each other by
rldgea of high and barren land. On
iheae belU of rooky noil our dtffl-

; cultlea were greet, but here twice
t

twe were put on the right track by
Zmore fragment# from the dress of
»Inez.
. At length we loat the apoor alto¬

gether; not a aign of it was to be
* found. We had no idea which way
Ito go. All about ua appeared theae
*
valleys covered with scattered bush

. running thia way and that, ao that
we knew not which of them to fol-

low or to croaa. This thing seemed
« hopeless, for how could we expect
to And a little body of men in that

'

immensity? Hana shook hie- head
and even the fierce and steadfast
Robertson was diacouraged.

I walked to the top of the rlae
where we were encamped, and eat
down alone to think matters over.

Our condition was somewhat pan
lous. .All our beastb were now

dead and had been eaten, for of
late we had met with little game-
The Strathmulr men, who now

must carry the loads, were almost
worn out and doubtleaB would have
deserted, except for the fact that
there was no place to which tbey
could go. Even the Zulus were dis¬
couraged, and said they had come

away from home across the Great
River to fight, not to run about in
wildernesses and starve.
Hans, however, remained cheer

ful, for the reason, as he remarked
vacuously, that the Great Medicine .

was with us and that therefore,
however bad things seemed to be,
all in fact was well; an argument
that carried no conviction to my
soul.

It was one evening toward sun-

» set that 1 went away thbs alone. I
looked about me, east and west and

V north. Everywhere appeared the
"same bushclad valleys and barren
Z rises, miles upon miles of them. I
- bethought me of the map that old
» Zlkall had drawn in the ashea and
remembered that it showed theae

; valleys and rises and that beyond
. them there should be a grea..
swamp, and beyond the swamp a

it mountain. 80 it seemed that we
were on the right road to the home
of his white Queen, if such a per¬
son existed.

_ . . .

But at this time I was not troub¬
ling my head about white queens.
1 was thinking of poor Inez. That
she was alive a few days before we

knew from the fragments of her
dress. But where was she nowr

I stared About me helplessly# ana

a» I did to a flylM w ot u*bt frwin
the Mttttn »»n fall upon a white

patch on the creat of on» ot <he
distant Uad waves II struck m«

that probably Itmeatooe outcropped
at thU apot; alsu that aiieb a patch
of whit* would be a conveulbut
guide tvr any wbo were travelling
across bush. Farther,
rtome IniUnct within sebm4d to Im¬
pel me to xtetr tor It. although 1
had aimcwt made up my mind to go
many polnU more to tl»e eaat.

Bo, next morning 1 headed north
by weet, !.**¦« my course for that
whit* pateh. and for the flrst time
breaking the straight line of our

odvancb. Captain Robertson. whose
temper had not been bettered by
prolonged and frightful anxiety, or

by his unaccustomed total absti¬
nence. asked me rather roughly
why I was altering the course.

"Look here. Captain." 1 auawered.
"If we were at sea and you did
something of the *>rt, I should not

put such a question to you, and If

by any chance I did, I should not

expect you to answer. Well, by
-your own wish I am In command
here and I think that the nme ar

gumest holds." '

"Yea." he replied. "I suppose you
have studied your chart, If there I*
any of thla God-forsaken couqgpy.
and at any rate discipline Is disci
pllne. So «team ahead and don't
mind me.".
The othera accepted my decision

without comment; moat of them
were so miserable that they did not
care which way we went, also they
were good enough to repose con 11-
dence In ray Judgment.

Well, we started for my white
patch of stones which no one else
had noticed and of which I said
nothing to anyone, and reaching It
by the following evening, to And.
as I expected, that H was a lime
outcrop.
By now we were in a poor way,

for we had practically nothing left
to »at. which did not tend to raise
the -spirits of the party. Also that
lime outcrop proved to be an unin-. .

terestlng spot overlooking a wide |
valley which seemed to suggest
that there were other valleys of a

similar sort beyond It, and, nothing
more.

Captain Robertson sat stern-
faced and despondent at a distance,
muttering into his beard, as had
become a habit with him. Umslopo-
gaas leaned upon his axe and con¬
templated the heavens, also occa¬
sionally the Blratbfhttir men. who
cowered beneath his ey0,
Zulus squatted about sharing such
snuff as remained to them in-®®"*
nomtc pinches. Gbroko. the witch¬
doctor, engaged himself in consult¬
ing bia "spirits" by means of bope-
throwing upon the humble subject
of whether or no we »ho«^ceed in killing any game for food
for to-morrow, a point on which
gathered that his "spirit" was quite

uncertain. In short, the gloom was

deep and universal and the sky
looked ue though It were going to
rain.
Hans became sarcastic. Sneak¬

ing up to me in bin moat aggravat¬
ing way, like a dog that means to

steal something and cover up the
theft with simulated affection, be
pointed out, one by one, all the
disadvantages of our present posi¬
tion. indicating per contra tliat if
his advice had been followed, his
conviction was that even If we had
not found the maneaters and res¬
cued the lady called Sad-Eyes, our
state would have been quite differ¬
ent, since he was sure that the val¬
ley which he had suggested we
i<hould follow was one full of game,
inasmuch as he had seen their
spoor at its entrance.
"Then why did you not say so?"

I asked.
Hans sucked at his empty corn¬

cob pipe, which was his way of in-
dicat ig that he would like me to
give*him ,">me tobacco, much as a

dog groans heavily under the table
when he wants a bit to eat, and
answered that it was not for blm
to point out things to one who
knew everything like the great
Watcher-by-Nlght, his honored mas¬
ter.
At that moment I confess that

much as I was attached to blm I
should have liked to murder Hans,
who, I felt, believing that he had

me on toa«t. to use a vulgar phrase,
whh taking advantage of my posi¬
tion to make a mock of me In his
sly, Hottentot way. ,

I tried to continue to look grand,
but felt that the attitude did not

impress. Then I htared about me

as though taking counsel with the
heavens, devoutly hoping that the
heavens would respond to my mute

appeal. As a matter of fact they
did.

"There," I said, in my most icy
voice, "lg my reason, Hans," and I
pointed to a faint line of smoke
rising against the twilight sky on
the further side of the intervening
valley.
"You will perceive, Hans," I

added, "that those Amahagger can¬
nibals have forgotten their caution
and lit a flre yonder, which they
have not done for a long time. Per¬
haps you would like to know why
this has happened. If so I will tell
you. It is because for some days*
past 1 have purposely lost their
spoor, which they thought we were
following, and lit fires to puszle
them. Now, thinking that they had
done with us, they have become in¬
cautious and shown us where they
are. That is my reason, Hans."
He beard and stared at me till I

thought his little eyes were going
to drop out of his head. But even
In his admiration he contrived to
convey an impertinence as only a
native can.
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"Next he staggered about,
waving hi* hand*, cursing

and shouting."
"How wouderful is the Great-1

Medicine of the Opener of Roads,
that it should have been able thud
to instruct the Haas," he Raid.
"Without doubt the Great Medicine
1b right and youder those men-
eaters are encamped, who alight
Just as well have been anywhere
else within a hundred miles."
"Curse the Great Medicine," I re¬

plied, but beneath my breath, then
added, aloud:
"He so good, Hans, as to go to

Umslopogaas and. to tell him that
Macumazahn, or the Great Medi¬
cine, proiKtses to march at once to
attack the camp of'the Amahagger,
and.here is some tobacco."

"Yes, Baas." answered Hans,
humbly, as be snatched the to¬
bacco and crept away like a worm.
The end of it was that within an

hour we were creeping across that
valley toward the spot where I had
seen the line of smoke rising
against the twilight sky.
Somewhere about midnight we

reached the neighborhood of this

place. How near or how far we
were from it w« could not lell,
alnoe the iuooh was Invisible and.
of course, the smoke wu In the
dark. Now the question was, whet
should we do? Obviously there
would be euormoua advantage* In
a night attack, or, at least. In locat¬
ing the enemy, eo that It might be
carried out at dawn before be
marched.
After a hurried consultation, it

waa agreed that liana and 1 ahould
go forward and aee if we could lo¬
cate the Atuahagger Robertson.,
wished to come, too, but I pointed
out that he must remain to look
after hla people, who. If he left
them, might take the opportunity
to melt away In the darkness.
Alao if anyt^ng happened to me
It waa desirable that one white
man ahould remain to lead the
party. Umslopog^as, too, volun
teered. but knowing hla charactcr
I declined his help. To- tell tho
truth, 1 was almost certain that If!
we came upon the maneatera he
would accomplish a fine but futile
end after hacking down a number
of savages, whose extinction or es¬

cape was absolutely immaterial to
the rescue of Inez.
So it came about that Hans and

I started alone, I, to tell the truth,
not at all enjoying the Job. I sup¬
pose that there lurks In my nature
some of that primeval terror of the
dark which must continually have
haunted our remote forefathers cf
a hundred or a thousand genera¬
tions gone and still lingers in the
blood of most of us.

I think that Hans guessed my!
' state of mind, since he suggested

that he should go alone, adding,
with his usual veiled rudeness,
that he was quite certain that he

would do much better without ate
¦luce white meu always nmdr a
noUe.

. "Yen," 1 replied, determined to
give hlui u Kolttud (or hla Oliver.
"I have no doubt you would crawl
uuder the flint bush you came
across, where you would sleep till
dawn, and then return and say that
you coujd oot And the Awahaggar "

Hans chuckled, quite appredat-
Iuk the Joke, aud having thus ruu- |
tually affronted each other we
started on our quest.
To Be Continued Next Sunday.
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